MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


f 


Annual  Report  of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1950 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Melksham  Urban  District 

Council* 

a 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Knee,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report 
for  1950  compiled  from  material  available  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  my  appointment  on  January  1st  1951. 

The  report  is  based  on  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  112/50  dated  6th  December  1950. 

Yours  faithfully, 

,  R.  BRUCE  KILLOH. 

Medical  officer  of  Health. 


General. 

Area . 1,042  acres.  Estimated  populat ion. . .  6, 610 

Rateable  Value. .... .£43> 350.  Product  of  a  penny  rate... £173. 

BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate . 

59 

44 

103 

Illegit imate . 

_ 2 

_ 1 

_ 1 

61 

106 

Birth  Rate 

16.00 

Birth  Rate  for  England 

&  Wales 

15.80 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate . 

1 

1 

Illegitimate. . . 

— 

— 

- z 

_ 1 

_ 1 

Still  Birth  Rate .  0.15 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England 

and  Wales .  0.37 


Still  Birth  Rate .  0.15 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England 

and  Wales .  0.37 


DEATHS 


The  total  deaths  during  1950  were  77.  The 
death  rate  for  the  year  was  11. 63  and  that  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11. 60. 

The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to 
the  Registrar  General’s  system, are  given  in  the  following 
table : - 


/ 


♦  V 


CAUSES  OP  DEATHS 


Male 

Female 

Total  ; 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory).... 

2 

1 

3  j 

"  other  .... 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease . 

1 

- 

1 

Diphtheria . 

— 

- 

_  i 

Whooping  Cough . 

- 

— 

Meningococcal  infections . 

- 

“  ! 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

- 

- 

- 

Measles . . . 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

— 

- 

! 

diseases, . . 

Malignant  Neoplasm  ( stomach) . , 

1 

1  rH 

i 

i 

u  (lung  bronchus) 

2 

— 

2 

"  u  ( breast^ . . . 

- 

- 

i 

"  H  (uterus),.. 

Other  malignant  end  lymphatic 

neoplasms . 0 » 

5 

2 

7 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 

— 

— 

T'l ",  p  h  n  ■!'  o  o 

x  i  -  .  •  U  O  t  o  9  *  n  •  c  o  •  9  ••  r> 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

— 

O 

C— 

2 

system, , . . . , 

3 

8 

11 

Coronary  disease,  Angina . 

5 

2 

7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

«* 

— 

- 

Other  heart  disease . 

6 

11 

17 

1 

Other  circulatory  disease. . . . • 

1 

Influenza . . . 

Pneumonia . . . 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis. . . 

4 

4 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory 

system, . . 

- 

- 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

— 

- 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate . . 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

2 

1 

3 

diseases. ............ 

1 

7 

l 

8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . . 

1 

All  other  accidents . 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide . 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

37 

40 

77 

» 

_ 

! 

i 

There  was  in  1950  no  death  from  any  puerperal 

cause . 


INFANT  MORTALITY . 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year# 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate . 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate . . 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

3 

3 

6 

Pea *~hs  of  Infants  under  four  weeks. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . . . . 

3 

3 

Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

- 

Totals 

- 

3 

3 

DEATH  RATES. 


N 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births . 56. 60 

do.  England  and  Wales... 29. 8 


HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Immunisation.- 

This  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
staff  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  figures  which 
apply  to  the  Urban  District  are  set  out  below.  The 
proportion  of  children  under  school  leaving  age  known  to 
have  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  is  approximately 
80^. 

The  tables  give  the  age  groups  immunised  during 
1950  and  the  total  number  of  children  who  had  completed  a 
full  course  of  treatment  at  any  time  up  to  the  31st  December 
1950o 


Primary  Immunisation  completed  j 
during  1950 

Number  of  reinforcing 

injections  administered 

Under  5 
years 

5  -  14  14- 
years 

• 

Total 

60 

~ 

11 

71 

193 

I 

1  .  ■■  ■,  . . -  ■  ■  ■  mmmmmi 

Total  immunised  Child  Population  at  31st  December  1930 • 


Under  1 
year 

1 

2 

— 

3 

4 

3-9 

10-14 

Total  under 

15  years 

64 

91 

89 

84 

461 

398 

1190 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


The  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  diseases  in 
Melksham  during  1950  were  as  follows:-  . 


Scarlet  Fever.. . . . 7 

Whooping  Cough . 5 

Measles.  .  . . 6 

Acute  Pneumonia . . . 

Erysipelas.............. . 1 

Poliomyelitis.. . . . 


Infectious  Disease  Age  G^oup  Table. 


Disease 

Under 

1  year 

1 

to 

3 

3 

to 

5 

i 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

25 

25 

to 

50 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

1 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

— 

5 

Measles 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

wm. 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

m 

— 

** 

•— 

** 

-3 


/ 
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Tuberculosis 


The  table  below  is  an  analysis  of  the  new 
cases  notified  during  1950, 


Ages 

Pulmonary 

Non-Puimonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0 

mm 

1 

— 

- 

- 

5 

— 

— 

— 

15 

X- 

1 

— 

— 

25 

2 

— 

1 

— 

35 

1 

— 

— 

- 

Totals 

3 

1 

1 

0 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  a 
total  of  5  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1950.  Three  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  recorded. 

pood  poisoning » 

There  were  no  outbreaks  or  known  cases  of 
food  poisoning  during  1950 • 

' National  Assistance  Act  1948*  Section  47. 

No  action  under  the  above  was  necessary 
during  1950. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  .REPORT 


W ater  Supply 

The  water  supply  during  1950  was  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity  and  during  this  year  full  benefit  of  the  supply  connected  in 
1 949  was  felt . 

There  is  no  plumbo-solvency  and  no  action  was  necessary  during  the 
year  to  deal  with  contamination. 

Approximately  55  houses  out  of  the  total  were  supplied  by  standpipe 
serving  a  population  of  some  200  persons. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage 

/ 

Nothing  worthy  of  comment.  No  items  demanded  attention  and  the 
system  was  merely  enlarged  to  accommodate  new  buildings.  The  system 
is  satisfactory . 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  scheme  mentioned  in  earlier  reports  was  started  during  the 
year  and  I  am  informed  that  good  progress  was  made. 

Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal 

I  have  no  comment  to  make.  The  service  is  satisfactory. 


Inspection  &  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supplies 

The  milk  supply  was  generally  satisfactory  during  the  year  and  no 
points  arose  which  require  exhaustive  comment. 

Re  inspection  of  dairy  farms  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  &  Fisheries  and  close  contact  with  his  local  officers  is 
maintained. 


Food  Supplies 

Generally  the  remarks  applicable  to  earlier  years  continue  to 
apply. 


If 
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